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and without reproach. A man, madam, of whom it is
impossible to say whether he is most to be revered for his
virtue, admired for his prowess, or imitated for his fidelity to
his sovereign. Really! exclaimed Gwendoline. But there was not
time for more. The dead men rose to their feet together, and
greetings were exchanged between them and their living
acquaintances. King Francis presented Bayard to Lady Brenda,
who in her turn presented Gwendoline, Diana and Augustus to
the king. We feared you were not coming, said the latter,
smiling pleasantly. Indeed, we were planning the siege of your
castle, and Bayard had volunteered to lead the forlorn hope. If
we had taken him prisoner, said Augustus, the ladies would not
have let him go as Ludovico did, when he rushed into Milan
alone. Indeed, said the chevalier, I fear I should not...
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