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ARTHURIAN SOURCES. VOL.8 NENNIUS : BRITISH HISTORY AND THE
WELSH ANNALS.

Phillimore & Co. Ltd, London, first edition, 1980, 1980. Book Condition: New. Printed wrappers, 8vo, [3], 100 pp.
From the introduction: "The Historia Brittonum Is one of the most important collections of documents relating
to early British history. Drawn together early in the ninth century, its contents are of varying date, composition
and purpose and it is to be used with caution. Nevertheless, no student of early British history should be without
a copy. This long-overdue new edition presents the Latin text of the Historia and the Annales Cambriae, with a
translation and notes. The historical concept of Nennius' compilation is original and startlingly modern. Almost
all ancient, medieval and early modern historians undertook narrative histories giving their own interpretation
of their sources. Nennius did not. In his own words, he 'made a heap of all he found'. In deciding to publish
extracts and abridgements of his sources, rather than a history, supplied with such editorial notes and dating
as he was able to provide, he accepted a modest target, within the limits of the knowledge at his disposal. His
decision was without precedent and for long without sequel. It gave to posterity an insight into the history of
Britain between the Romans and the English that, for all its patchiness, is clearer than any narrative history
written in early ninth-century Wales could have been. At the same time he pioneered a new historical method, a
tool of historical research that could not be adequately exploited until our own day." New.
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