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Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus Project - NATCP. Softcover/Paperback. Book Condition: New. The current
investigation has been divided into three main chapters. In the first two chapters, the primary focus is the
relationship between Ninurta and kingship. The first chapter gives a diachronic overview of the cult of Ninurta
during all historical periods of ancient Mesopotamia. This chapter shows that the conception of Ninurta&apos;s
identity with the king was present in Mesopotamian religion already in the third millennium BC. Ninurta was the
god of Nippur, the religious centre of Sumerian cities, and his most important attribute was his sonship to Enlil.
While the mortal gods were frequently called the sons of Enlil, the status of the king converged with that of
Ninurta at his coronation, through the determination of the royal fate, carried out by the divine council of gods
in Nippur. The fate of Ninurta parallels the fate of the king after the investiture.Religious syncretism is studied in
the second chapter. The configuration of Nippur cults left a legacy for the religious life of Babylonia and
Assyria. The Nippur trinity of the father Enlil, the mother Ninlil, and the son Ninurta had direct descendants in
the Babylonian and Assyrian pantheon, realized in Babylonia as Marduk, Zarpanitu, and Nabu, and as Assur,
Mullissu, and Ninurta in Assyria. While the names changed, the configuration of the cult survived, even when,
from the eighth century BC onwards, Ninurta&apos;s name was to a large extent replaced by that of Nabu.In
the third chapter various manifestations or hypostases of Ninurta are discussed. Besides the monster slayer,
Ninurta was envisaged as farmer, star and arrow, healer, and tree. All these manifestations confirm the strong
ties between the cult of Ninurta and kingship. By slaying Asakku, Ninurta eliminated evil from the world, and
accordingly he was considered the...
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