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from such characters is to postpone achievement, delay the final purpose, cover the path with enlarged
obstacles, and add fresh heights to the summit. Many incidents might be related to illustrate this trait in his
character, which are inspirational to others who lack energy to try. He was a miserable penman, and his
schoolmates made him a laughing-stock, and guyed him over it, until he resolved to excel them all, and vowed
he would set copies for the best of them. Then he began to write, and, head-ache or not, he never quit practice
until his vow was fulfilled to the letter; and he is to this day one of the best penmen in the State. He could not
play ball. His throw) and catch)i were as awkward as his figure was lean and long. Fire it on, Sissy, ) with a host
of such ironical remarks from his playfellows, made him resolve that he would beat them at their own game.
He went home and nearly pounded in the gable of his mothers barn, working with his ball day and night until
he conquered; he became a leader in the game, the captain of his nine. Then seeing no profit further, he quit
the business. It was the same with marbles and other games. When he was a mere youth, his mother, who was
very poor, needed greatly to have her house repaired, and Bishop Edwin D. Woolley and some friends in the
Thirteenth Ward, recognizing the necessity of it, asked to do the work for her. He begged his mother not to
allow them...
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