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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 22 pages.
Original publisher: Seattle, WA : U. S. Dept. of the Interior, U. S. Geological Survey, 2000. OCLC Number:
(0OCoL(C)50191379 Subject: Computer simulation. Excerpt: . . . by and among scientists, decision makers, and
stakeholders. Lets look again at the latter part of Castis quote on experimental models: . . . the model then
serves to answer by direct experiment certain types of questions, such as how air flows over an airplane wing
under different atmospheric conditions or how a particular types of clothes. . . look when draped over a perfect
shape. ( Casti, 1997, p. 13 ) This is precisely what any good model should do: help us to answer ( and pose )
questions certainly not a new revelation ! Thus, as | argued in the beginning, all good models are experimental
models. A good experimental environmental model is one that is pragmatically objective and is outfitted with
suitably numerous and appropriate knobs and levers. What | mean by knobs and levers can be anything from
variables in an equation that represent some aspect of the particular environmental system ( e. g., earthquake
magnitude ) to literal buttons or sliders of a graphical user interface. These knobs and levers must be relevant
to the needs ( and ability ) of the human actors in a decision-making context so as promote their twisting and
pulling that is, encourage experimentation. We can see then, because experimentation is a quality of a good
model, as well as, being an important part of evaluating model goodness, development of new and better
experimental environmental-models will likely lead to their use and ( provisional ) adoption. | think that if we
can make environmental models more engaging by improving...
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