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Ontario: Being for the Year 1890 To Sir Alexander Campbell, K.C.M.G., Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of
Ontario. May it Please Your Honour: In presenting its ninth annual report the Provincial Board of Health is
gratified to be able to record the fact, that during the past year there has not been a single outbreak of
smallpox. The Province has not been equally fortunate in escaping the visitation of other zymotic diseases. Thus
in Toronto, with an estimated population of 178,000, typhoid fever caused 117 deaths, diphtheria 71, measles 18,
and scarlet fever 14. The total deaths for the year were 2,919, the ratio per 1,000 of population 16.39, and the
zymotic death-rate 3.43. Now the zymotic death-rate, or in other words, the mortality from preventable
diseases is a measure whereby one may test the purity of a municipality s water supply, its freedom from
nuisances, and the fidelity with which notification, isolation and disinfection are attended to in resisting the
attacks of contagious disease within its borders. The postulate of hygiene is: given pure air, particularly in
inhabited places, purity of water supply, prompt action in giving notice of the existence of zymotic disease,
immediate isolation of patients and exposed persons, with the necessary disinfection of persons and things, and
zymotic disease will soon cease to appear in any locality. The nearer a municipality approaches to the
conditions of the postulate, the freer will it be from diseases of this class. Measured by this standard, Toronto
with its zymotic mortality of 3.43 maybe considered one of the healthiest cities in the Dominion, the zymotic
death-rate of...
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